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We refer to Sr ).etttr dae ja 8, 1572, to the Fins Certer,
U.S, Amp Tztlnpolts, bWgana, in 't ich &ym rowes~td reizbnrrsnt
in the sctmt of 4683, rprccutins the cost of a fl1at Ma cc flA
aizrans trta th United Stati to ZeJgtak, mallet, by the widow cf
yew dGacnnd son, GtMa n To iWmff, 1,, JAW. M wr Trenhpore
tAtIon aMi Caim DivIsaon aettlnt fC OctobW 19, 1972 ysw1 dat
was isaflcmed cut t.e pcmuds tbat thm in stabtwy atbWitr fr2

arrivo Miistamm Officer mt the TA Robrt E. WardUS Cast
eorla 3l lnola, by leflc0 atd JQ S i6, im, writwtten a y

bush', nqaTdst that theabtlmt be eocIdsrt.

Zs recrd mrws that an Den 1, 1Up 71, : VW , Bt4*M Trc
I~cflht, a .er of the U4itd States AW. aea frcs a g.mt WUMS.

Z W ll M 12,at lt4h.ff the dtcat'u widmw pleaded gilty
to a eirge of 'oliwtary nwnutuater AX hfl -Cirailt Court of Hn4S
Cotut KmUtueey, in cenmotin ithb her habaMd's death*. On My 24
1972, the Ctort ftito a nontezic vf 10 yen Lu the ZctAc State.
Reormtory but pIea defenant on probation ubjec t to bhr c0UM
with e~rtain ctnlitions iwfludiis the rqirdn ogt that she xetbrn to
Matlat vithin a reascmble Lie You ftati bbt da to the short
tie evmilable an the tIability to obtain macarly port cal1 she fin
via comarcia2l oir4m at the cxpens of Ym NA Ywr with, to Danttt*,
'Axilaa4. You coten that )onsri IkoIaff na entitled to one 02# to
ht-r cholco of location at Goverament p ne , thenforn, that yn
aro catited to ruittaramt for the ctmt of her flijit to D3antkck.

Section 406 (f) of title 37, U. S. a Cooda t wwln that under
roauations prescribed by the cretery conm d, trnsportstlsn fr
depMdetul, bagpeg, ea hotAU effects no a n.r Is tiathorised
if he dies while utitled to basic pay. Prmt to this authoity,
pragraph M11753- of the Joint Travel Reeulatios provides that
traaportAtion of dependonts Is authorized to a Attr&s officil bho
ot record, to the realdence of his depeeta,,ycr to aouh othor location
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as my'be determined In a4ymaee or subsquently approved by tVe official
desinatod by adainistrativ regulations of the service coacerued wen
dependts receive official notice that the mer ia dead, 1arqrpt
Kt1514 of the regdations defines transportation for thls purpoas to
Include transportation in kid or nitiarsinnt or a monetary olavanco
In Usi of transportation,

In 3i ONO. On. 103, 104 (1954) ve stated that:

It uniformly has been hfA that It i. against public
policy to permit the pqmnt by the Govenment of arrear
of py ccpensation or other benefits to an heir or
beneficlary to felonioualy kilt the person upon whose
datth such psymts beccae du*,

We telieve that nrltursemt for trawl authorized under 37
U.s. Code 406(f) upon the death of a mettr clearly coma within the
flan13 of WothQr benefits" a used in 34 Coaq GCn. 103, aupj.

As to whether Kogsr± M)4ft feloniouly killed her )nband iet
tbrA to Kentucky UM, Section 431,06Q of B3sldin's Kentucky Revised
Statutes Jmnotated states that au offense punishable by death or confine-
ent in the penitentiary is a felony, Sectimo 435.020 states thato a

person who cits vobwtey nanslaughtor rhafl be confined in ths
penitentiary for not loss than two nor more than twenty-one year. It
Is thus clear that by pleading guilty to a charge of voluntary nnulaughter
Konguri McDuff aditt8d to havizg felouloziy kifled her hisband,

It io apparent therefore that Kongari lo~hff in not entitled to a
travel allomace for ber trip to Bangkok aa she feloutouasly )clle her
husband. And, there in no authority to ritabirese you for providing her
with transportation, We have no doubt as to ;,our god faith in aying
for your dmughter-k-tlwv'g transportation. ihnver, there is no
provision of law which permits retabursant to you uitr the cramatmnces
present in this c"e.se

While peywent was sade to yoi nd your wif, of a fIx-worthm' death
gratuity becamse Kozsri McTiff was not eligible an the surviving widow
In view of her felonious killing of the membor, such pepyent was made
uner the provislons of 10 U,,SC, 1477. Thut statute provides for pay-.
want of that gratuity to the surviving widow or, if there ls no vidw,
to the other survivors in the designated cer of precedeuce, Such
statute provides no baais to reimburse you for the transportation inolve.
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Accortringy thte danial of rfltuursemnt for air travel of
Xomori )TAt uubsequent to her husbbnd's doaths, ia mmtat"d.

Sincerely yora,

PAUL G0 DLBWING

Xsor the ccstrofler General
of the United States
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